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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A great group gathers around the fire 
at Calumet Waterworks | Fr. Dustin serves non-alcoholic mixed 
drinks at K-Day (now held in Chassell) | Students on the Labor 
Day hike to Bare Bluff | Grand Knight Jay Czerniak and Deputy 
Grand Knight Josh Treib ready for the barn dance. 

The St. Al's year begins with a full week of orientation preceding the first week of school. 
Every year this provides a tremendous opportunity to connect with new students even 
before classes begin. Visit mtucatholic.org/photos to see these photos and more! 
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Greetings from Houghton!  The fall semester is well-begun, and what a beginning it has been!  We had record-breaking numbers 
during orientation week and into the first weeks of the semester: both new students and returners have really been showing up.

We are running at full steam this year! We have the biggest outreach team ever with our expanded FOCUS team, Fr. Dustin, Sr. 
Jacqueline, and an excellent group of engaged student leaders. We’re seeing the fruit of this growth day by day. I’m very excited to 
see an increase in overall numbers being accompanied by growth in depth: new students stepping up readily to take on responsibil-
ity, and returners taking on leadership.

A few weeks back, we had a grateful parent reach out to thank us for engaging their child! (I’m protecting the innocent here!) This 
young person wasn’t interested in practicing in college, but they connected with St. Al’s during orientation, and they’ve been regu-
larly at Mass ever since!

Are you willing to help us continue this trajectory of making an impact? Would you like to be part of inviting more and more 
students on campus into relationship with God and His Church?  Our Multiply the Mission Campaign (multiplythemission.org) 
is a unique and powerful way to get involved!

Please read the stories in this newsletter with a prayerful and open heart, and ask God to show you how you might help us multiply 
the mission with which we have been entrusted!

PA S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

Join us for these upcoming 
St. Al’s events. Find more 
information at
mtucatholic.org/alumni

DECEMBER 30
GREAT LAKES 
INVITATIONAL (GLI)
Mass and Social to precede 
the first game. Details 
announced soon.

FEBRUARY 5-8
WINTER CARNIVAL 2020

FEB. 7 & 8
Join us for the St. Al's Ice 
Masses in the Our Lady 
of the Snows Ice Chapel, 
followed by hot, homemade 
chili in the parish hall.

FEB. 7: 5:30 & 10PM
FEB. 8: 10AM

S A V E  T H E 
D AT E S !

Fr. Ben with the new 2019-20 FOCUS team at 
the grotto during their summer training at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck, ND.



SHARING THE GOSPEL. IMPACTING STUDENTS. CHANGING LIVES.

Six FOCUS missionaries are helping to transform the students at St. Al’s and bring 
them closer to Christ. “This year, because of generous dollars from alumni and 
friends through the Multiply the Mission campaign, we added two additional 
missionaries, allowing us to reach more students and impact them deeply,” says 
Fr. Ben Hasse. “Because of these six missionaries, we are connecting with Greek 
sororities and fraternities and graduate students for the first time in intentional 
ways.”

The Multiply the Mission campaign will equip St. Al’s to expand outreach to stu-
dents. To date, St. Al’s has received $1,272,084.08 or 40 percent of the goal in 
pledges toward the campaign goal of pi million: $3,141,592.65. For up-to-date 
numbers, please visit multiplythemission.org

Completion also is nearing on the second story of the Chapel Rat residence. Once 
finished, there will be two new meeting rooms for students to gather to go deeper 
into their faith with Bible studies, fellowship, and more. 

That new space also includes an apartment for Fr. Ben and Fr. Dustin where they 
can live at St. Al’s and serve the students. Further preparations are underway to 
transform the old residence into centrally-located offices for staff. The campaign 
also incudes renovation of the Chapel Rat residence, improvements to the parish 
hall and both main entrances at St. Al’s, and the hiring of a director of music and 
liturgy (please note the story on page 7).

“We believe God is calling us to invite the entire Michigan Tech community into 
relationship with Himself,” says Fr. Ben. “Our mission is to win, build, and send 
the entire student body into lifelong discipleship. We strive to help students get 
connected and go deeper into their faith. We seek to Multiply the Mission!”

Please prayerfully consider how God may be calling you to become part of this 
initiative. Learn more about the St. Al's campaign or make a pledge today!

MULTIPLYTHEMISSION.ORG

RAISED SO FAR
$1,272,084.08 

40% of the goal

TOTAL GOAL
$3,141,592.65

MULTIPLY
THE

MISSION

Multiply the Mission
THE CAMPAIGN FOR ST. AL'S

Photo and drawings of the nearly complete second story addition to the Chapel 
Rat residence. The floor plan below shows the two new meetings rooms and the 
relocated priest residence.



VOCATION STORIES: WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
St's Al's students grow in their faith here. A few of our recent graduates are in priestly formation with a variety of 
religious orders and have shared their stories with us. 

  Brian Burtka, SOCIETY OF JESUS (JESUITS)

When Brian Burtka came to Michigan Tech he found his friend group at St. Al’s. 
“When I arrived to Michigan Tech, I knew a few other people but not many,” he says. “St. Al's 
provided the social space and activities for me to meet people who are among my best 
friends today. St. Al's showed me what it was like to have a friend group where my faith was 
a central part of the group.”

One of Brian’s favorite memories is Winter Carnival and building the all-nighter statue of a 
scale-model of St. Al’s chapel. “I stayed up all night to build it, and I remember the wind chill 
being freezing. Only four of us stayed up the whole night. I went to adoration the next morn-
ing completely exhausted.”

Brian graduated with a bachelor of science in Chemistry from Michigan Tech in December 2018. He grew up in Detroit and gradu-
ated from University of Detroit Jesuit High School in 2016. He served an internship in the Tribology Group at Argonne National 
Laboratory. He says his time at Tech provided him with critical thinking skills to approach and solve problems during his internship. 
After graduating from Tech, Brian says he was unsure of his next steps. He applied to graduate schools and began an application to 
the Society of Jesus (commonly called the Jesuits).

“I began to look into the Society while I was still in high school. During my first two years at Michigan Tech, I continued to attend 
discernment events with the Jesuits including a week-long retreat and a five-week program where I lived with a few Jesuits and 
other guys discerning the Society.”

Brian received a phone call from the Jesuit vocation director and learned he had been accepted for the novitiate class of 2019. “I 
knew before I got off the phone that this was the path that God was calling me to.”

The initial phase of formation (the novitiate) lasts two years and is in St. Paul, MN. The novitiate will include the four main dimen-
sions of Jesuit life: community, prayer, apostolate, and study. He also will experience the different apostolates of the Jesuit commu-
nity. Brian will make the 30-day Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the silent retreat that is the center of Jesuit spirituality.

Justin Ong, INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING SOVEREIGN PRIEST

Abbé Justin Ong, a 2007 chemical engineering Michigan Tech graduate, is in his sixth year of 
seminary formation with the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest at their International 
Seminary in Gricigliano, Italy. In July, Justin was ordained as a deacon. 

“During our seven years of formation, we are taught in the spirit of St. Francis de Sales (one of 
the Institute's patron saints) and prepared to be, God-willing, good and faithful priests who 
are one day able to preach the truth of Christ and His Church and to celebrate the Sacraments 
daily, especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,” Ong said in a blog post. “The liturgical life of 
the Church is the center of our daily lives throughout our formation here at the seminary.”

Rhen Hoehn, development director at St. Al’s, served in music ministry with Justin while they were students at Tech. Justin served 
as a piano player for one of the choirs. “It was a great pleasure to sing with him,” Rhen says. “He brought a joy and enthusiasm to the 
music ministry that made it a lot of fun and inspired the group to get together and practice more often to improve our choir.”



  Alec Clark, FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE IMMACULATE

Being part of the St. Al’s community, being open to the grace of God, and the working of the 
Holy Spirit prepared Alec Clark in small and big ways for his vocation. 

Alec will be a novice this fall for the Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate in Tarquinia, Italy. He 
just completed his formation as a postulant.

He studied Materials Science and Engineering for two years at Michigan Tech but did not 
complete his degree. Many small practices led him to do the will of God: “Fr. Ben's encour-
agement for me to make a daily morning Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament; attending 
FOCUS’ Student Leadership Summit (SLS), where I met the Franciscans of the Immaculate 
and was encouraged to consecrate myself to Our Lady; praying the Rosary every day; and finally, the powerful witness and fellow-
ship of other Catholic college students who were all so fervent in their faith and desire for the Lord.”

He says St. Al’s is important for students because it provides a recipe for holiness. “The environment makes holiness contagious 
and is instrumental for so many students in igniting a fire of love for God in their souls. It helps them to realize God loves them, the 
importance of one's response to that love, and the need to spread that love to those around them.”

While a student at St. Al’s, one of Alec’s favorite memories is building an Our Lady of Lourdes statue for Winter Carnival. “None of 
the regular St. Al's attendees, being mostly composed of engineers, were very artistic and we were having difficulties making the 
statue look right. Then this guy, who happened to be a skilled woodcarver, showed up and asked if he could help. The statue came 
out looking really beautiful!”

The call to religious life for Alec came between high school and college but he began to hear it more clearly after attending SLS con-
ference in 2016. “I stayed plugged into God. I prayed the Rosary every day and made a morning holy hour, plus Mass when I could 
make it. I also tried to practice the presence of God throughout the day, though that is something that isn't always easy to do. I had 
good Catholic friends who were also intentional about their faith and who could help support and guide me in my faith.”

“During SLS, I visited the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration chapel. I prayed, 'Lord, I know I don't ask you this very often, but what 
is your plan for my life?' This was the first time I heard an answer. He seemed to say, ‘I will tell you when you are ready.’ The Lord 
wanted me to know he was arranging things in His own way in His own time. I walked out of the chapel and met a priest from the 
Legionaries of Christ. He was a former engineer, but when he noticed he cared more about the people he was working with than 
the machines he was working on, he realized God was calling him to be a priest.”

Alec says he met the Franciscans of the Immaculate at SLS and consecrated himself to Our Lady and later entered the order.

He says he is excited for the next step as a novice. “I'm really grateful for this gift because there is nowhere else I'd rather be, and it's 
hard for me to imagine myself doing anything else. Religious life is never boring. It's not always easy, but it's never boring.”

READ MORE!
Through the years many St. Al’s alumni have pursued a religious vocation. In 
a recent issue of the newsletter, we shared the stories of alumni Sr. Theresa 
Marie Moore and Seminarian Dan LaCroix. Read their stories. 
mtucatholic.org/news/srtheresa and mtucatholic.org/news/dan

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Are you a member of a religious order and a St. Al’s alum? Are you a perma-
nent deacon who attended St. Al’s? Do you know someone who is in religious 
life or a permanent deacon and is a St. Al’s alum? If so, please let us know, and 
we will send you a St. Al’s coffee mug! Email us! sarah@mtucatholic.org



Frisco, TX
Computer Networking 

& Systems 
Administration

Meet St. Al's Newest Students
St. Al’s welcomed new students and their families to the Welcome Mass and Picnic in September. We caught up with a 
few of them to learn how they connected to St. Al's and why they chose Michigan Tech.

Andy Ward

Mary Schloss

Justin Sulak

Wrightstown, WI
Chemical 

Engineering

Kaleb Dorweiler

Alfre
d Owusu Ansah & Fredrica M

arkson Eduaful

Dexter, MI
Biology

How did you get connected to St. Al’s?
JUSTIN: I went in blind regarding the Catholic cam-
pus ministry here. I wasn’t able to visit the church 
when I came in February to visit. I knew there was a 
Catholic parish at Michigan Tech but I didn’t realize 
how extensive and vibrant it was until I came to the 
Welcome Mass. I was able to meet a few people and 
they texted me about St. Al’s events throughout the 
week. This really drew me in and made it possible to 
meet more people. 

ANDY: The thing that helped me connect most with 
St. Al's was the awesome events they have planned 
(night hike and adoration). 

MARY: I actually first visited MTU because my dad 
had heard they had FOCUS missionaries. We had 
prior experience with FOCUS and loved it. 

KALEB: Through the St. Al's summer cookouts.

ALFRED & FREDRICA: Our connection to St. Al’s 
came through Thomas and Allie Ripplinger, FOCUS 
missionaries.

Why Michigan Tech?
JUSTIN: Michigan Tech is one of a dozen univer-
sities to offer a computer networking major. I ap-
plied to five schools and visited them to see which 
one offered the best program. I made sure to check 
that each of the schools I applied to had a Catho-
lic presence, but I didn’t realize how vibrant and 
involved St. Al’s was until I got here for move-in.

ANDY: Michigan Tech felt more like home to me 
than any other campus I toured. 

MARY: I visited Tech and it immediately seemed 
like the right spot for me. Plus, there was St. Al’s, 
which my other choice didn’t have. 

KALEB: I chose Michigan Tech because it was 
one of the few schools that offered an outstanding 
Forestry program, and St. Al's strong presence on 
campus also helped influence my decision.

ALFRED & FREDRICA: The university is situated 
in a city which has characteristics which reminds 
me of home. It is located in a really small city with 
a traditional community appeal.

Farmington Hills, MI
Forestry

Agona Abodom and 
Elmina, Ghana 

Ph.D. in Rhetoric and 
Composition (both)



Ave Maria. I Am the Bread of Life. Holy 
God, We Praise Thy Name. Be Not 
Afraid.

These familiar Catholic hymns have 
been sung at St. Al’s during the past 
50 years thanks to students and year-
round parishioners who have served 
this ministry. 

When Andy Gardner (’14 Mechani-
cal) arrived on campus in 1997, Fr. 
Larry put him to work in music min-
istry. That first step began a five-year 
involvement with music ministry at St. 
Al’s, eventually meeting his wife Chris 
through that as well. 

Andy also served with Richard Lewn-
au. “He sang and I played mediocre 
guitar. He was the only one in the choir 
after seniors had graduated. So I joined 
him. He was there every Sunday. His 
dedication was inspiring.” (Fr. Richard 
later became a priest for the Archdio-
cese of Detroit. He died in a car acci-
dent in 2010.)

Andy became a music leader for one of 
the St. Al’s choirs. He says that helped 
him not only as a student but later in 
his career. “I was having to make quick 

decisions about what music to play for 
Mass. In my work career, I have to make 
decisions and step up and be a leader.”

Victor (’14 Civil) and Amy (’14 Chemi-
cal nee Sieloff) Boron were both in-
volved in ministry at St. Al’s. Victor 
played the organ and piano. He says he 
became comfortable with not only pre-
paring and leading the music for Mass 
but also to say yes to new opportuni-
ties.

While serving in the music ministry, 
Victor says turnover and having people 
show up each Sunday to help with the 
music were challenging. “I looked for-
ward to giving glory to God with my 
skills and to help present truth, beauty 
and goodness through the Mass. We 
had a great atmosphere where people 
wanted to serve God and the congrega-
tion by playing or singing.”

A classically trained pianist, Victor says 
playing the organ was a new skill he 
had to learn at St. Al’s. “It is hard to find 
a place to practice the organ, but at St. 
Al’s, there was easy access to the organ.”

Sarah Jo Martens (’18 Environmental)
became connected with St. Al’s during 

an O-Week hike where she prayed with 
the group while hiking. That hike led 
Sarah to join the St. Al’s music minis-
try where she has served for almost six 
years, playing the flute and cantoring. 
“I believe you pray twice with singing 
and you feel more connection to the 
Mass when you have music.”

When she began the ministry there was 
a small group of students that contin-
ues to ebb and flow as students gradu-
ate. She said the group has more coor-
dination now but she thinks they could 
benefit greatly by having a music di-
rector. “We have a system but students 
are going to leave eventually and other 
students might step up what’s going to 
happen next?”

While these are just a few stories from the 
music ministry, we know there are more. 
Were you involved with music at St. Al’s? 
Share your story or photos.
Email sarah@mtucatholic.org.

Growing the Music Ministry at St. Al’s

Top Image: St. Al's choir 
sings during Easter Vigil with 
support from St. Anne's choir; 
Inset: Music ministry around 
2000 including Andy Gardner 
and his future wife Christine 
Pienkos; bottom: St. Al's 
congregation and choir during 
the 1960s.



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WANT A FREE ST. AL'S T-SHIRT? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/shirt

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG
for more pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

Next year marks the 50th anniversary of the People's Park at St. Al's, promoted by Fr. Bill McGee, founding pastor. It was a meaningful 
outlet to honor the students who had been killed at Kent State. While the park is gone, the memories remain. “We diffused the energy by 

doing something positive,” says Ken Kamlay ’71. “Things like creating the park made St. Al’s important to me. There was a lot of healing that 
weekend. And, a lot of people at odds working side by side.”

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Share your memories. Send them to 
sarah@mtucatholic.org


